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sending supplies of rice to such parts of the
Barrahmahal as Colonel Read might point out,
where brinjarries, returning to the army, would
reload their cattle with it. General Harris closed
this report with assuring the Governor-General
that no endeavour on his part should be wanting
to obtain that success which he was warranted to
expect from the force he had the honour to com-
mand and his Lordship's liberal support.

From this time the Commander-in-Chief made
regular reports of his progress through the
enemy's country. These reports prove that he
was soon severely pressed by those difficulties
which Mr. Webbe and many experienced officers
had apprehended would prevent the British army
reaching Seringapatam with a large battering
train^ so as to reduce this strong fortress in one
campaign before the Malabar monsoon should
fill the river Cavery in May,, and render the
passage of the river impracticable.

From the month of June to the month of
December in every year it was impossible for aa
army to approach Seringapatam.; and Tippoo
well knew the value of this singular advantage
which this fort had over every other in India,
But though nothing was seen of him,, or any con-
siderable portion of his troops, until the grand
army was within forty miles of Seringapatam,,
on the 26th of March,, the interval was one of